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The economic system is the
top layer (or frosting) which
is supported by the social
system.Both are supported
by the natural system.
Natural capital (EGS) is the
foundation which must be
sustained. Human economic
activity has eroded the
lower layers, progressively
impoverishing natural
capital & destabilising
society’s foundations

Adapted from source: http://www.ealt.ca/media/uploads/What Do We Conserve.pdf
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‘The Five Capitals Model - a framework for sustainability’, Forum for the Future
www.forumforthefuture.org/project/five-capitals/overview
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‘The Sigma Principles’, The Sigma Project http://projectsigma.co.uk/Guidelines/Principles
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‘Social Capital in the creation of intellectual capital’, Nahapiet & Ghoshal (1998: 251)
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‘A community guide to nature tourism’, Washington Department for Fish and Wildlife
http://wdfw.wa.gov/viewing/tourism/community
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http://www.hobgreeneconomy.org/en/a-better-future-envisioning-and-modeling
(SUGGEST REMOVING)

Sustainable Borrow-Use-Return Model
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http://sustainabilityadvantage.com/2010/08/10/5-criteria-for-a-sustainable-business-
model/ (SUGGEST REMOVING)
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[Newsletter] World Resources Forum Workshop “Towards a New Economic Framework”,
Japan for Sustainability,
www.japanfs.org/en/mailmagazine/newsletter/pages/029620.html

Social Media and the City, http://blog.mastermaq.ca/2010/03/24/social-media-and-the-
city/
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‘Sustainable Tourism: What is it?’, The Zimbabwean,
http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/life/environment/58280/sustainable-tourism-what-is-
it.html
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http://www.heemskerk.sr.org/CASM/CASM.html
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Five Capitals Model, www.markpretorius.com/tag/five-capitals-model
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HalSTAR - Halcrow Sustainability Toolkit and Rating system, Halcrow,
www.halcrow.com/Areas-of-expertise/Sustainable-development/HalSTAR-Halcrow-
Sustainability-Toolkit-And-Rating-system?

! Interesting examples as this is from a company’s (Halcrow) own in-house sustainability tool kit and indicative
of the adaptation/implementation of the capitals model in practice. The toolkit, innovatively, furthermore
breaks down aspects of each capital into specific company issues.
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